
CRYSTAL LINES 
August – September 2009 

The Peoria Academy of Science - Geology Section 
 

2009 Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show 
 
What a mighty show! The 2009 Rock, Gem and Fossil 
Show moved to a new venue at the Ramada Inn 
Brandywine (now known as the Grand Hotel of Peoria) 
this year. It was a delightful change from the Itoo Hall 
on Farmington Rd. It rocked! We had more space for 
more dealers and visitors and we got both. We had 
terrific club participation and enthusiasm. On the plus 
side we had space for more dealers and more visitors. A 
cleaner building, paved parking, more accessible 
electrical, better sound, and even carpeting! Poor 
lighting, small tables, a divided sound system are a few 
negatives. In all the pluses far outweigh the minuses. 
Take it as a shakedown run ς these are problems we 
can fix next year. Jim Travis with help from Dave and 
Georgia Hoggatt coordinated all of this and deserves 
our appreciation for their work. 
 
 
Sue turned out to be an incredible draw. Pictured on 
the front page of the Sunday Peoria Journal-Star, the 

massive skull was the center of attention as visitors 
 
 

 
Elaine Angstman touches up Sue before the show.  
 
entered the hall. It was borrowed from the Field 
Museum of Chicago. Much thanks to the Hoggatts 
for picking it up and delivering it the show. Jim 

Travis took it home to Chicago after it was carefully 
stuffed into the back of his van. Sue was a 
Tyrannosaurus Rex found in 1990. The bones are 
about sixty seven million years old. The skull 
weighs 600 pounds and is 5 feet long. The entire 
skeleton is on display at the Field Museum. 
 
Wayne Frankie of the Illinois State Geological 
Survey was a welcome guest as always. Willing to 
give a best guess to identification of any proffered 
mineral or fossil, he also explained the function of 
the Survey and recruited participants for the next 
field trip to the Garden of the Gods in southern 
Illinois. 
 
 

 
A girl examines a mineral thru a microscope at the 

Illinois State Geological Survey booth. 

 
We had many club members with their own tables. 
They included Gary Peavy with his marvelous 
rolling shelves and collectible minerals, Ed Akins 
demonstrating knapping, Tim Mlotek showing cut 
geodes and agates, Dave and Georgia Hoggatt  with 
their great stuff from Brazil, Dawn Riley and her 
minerals, Kathy Travis with her glasswork and fine 
jewelry  and Richard Rock with Mazon Creek fossils. 



 
 
Paul and Connie Dennis at their booth of minerals 
and fossils. 
 
 
The Kids Room (shouldƴΩǘ we be calling them 
Pebble Pups or something of the sort?) was 
successful as always. Over 500 grab bags were sold 
at one dollar each by Pam Cramer. Phil Krumholz 
coordinated this effort both days with help from 
his grand daughter and others. Both areas raised 
almost a combined total of almost a thousand 
dollars! 
 
 

 
 
Aleta Hoff shown is here helping with the spin and 
win. 
 
Displays (besides Sue) were provided by Gary Peavy and 
Steve Holley from their respective collections of fine 
ŦƻǎǎƛƭǎΦ  DŀǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊy exhibit was the skeleton of an 
Oreodent Merycidon from South Dakota. He also 
showed dinosaur eggs, a Mazon Creek fern and other 
very nice specimens.  

 

 
 
Fossil display provided by Gary Peavy 
 
A returning attraction was Larry Albro with his 
Running Water Sluice. He was set up outside in the 
parking lot. Buying buckets of gravel participants 
are shown how to screen the material through the 
running water to find fossils, geodes and other 
collectible material. 
 

  
 
Reginia Kapta of the Decatur Central Illinois Gem 
and Mineral Club is helping out. 
 
And finally about the money - we had a lot of 
expenses and a lot of revenue. We donΩt charge 
admission, that both helps and hurts ς better 
attendance but less income. We had $4833 in 
expenses and income of $5017 for a slim profit of 
$184. We had many expenses related to a new 
venue so I think next year we will likely do whole 
lot better. Thanks to all who worked so hard this 
year. I am looking forward to it. 



Curry Auction Report      12 SEP 2009 

 

We had a pretty good time and maybe we were a 
little conservative for our first auction.  I believe 
there were between 75 and 100 people. Some 
people I could tell just dropped by from one of the 
other events that were going on at the fairgrounds 
(a HAM radio swapmeet and a bird show), but 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ /ǳǊǊȅΩǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ 
by name.  You were correct about the equipment 
going first. It was a really foggy drive up and we 
had about 20 minutes to check things out before 
ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴΦ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǎƻ 
here goes. The young man that went with us on the 
last fossil hunt was there.  Also, the couple from 
Pekin. 

There were some real bargains to be had in all 
areas  - equipment, jewelry, fossils, and rough. I 
saw a IȅŘŜ tŀǊƪ мсέ ƻǊ муέ ƛƴŎƘ ǎƭŀō ǎŀǿ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ 
over $100.00. The 2 saw blades that went with it 
were worth that. I scored a nice jewelry polishing 
setup, and the Pekin woman bought several pieces 
of equipment including a nice slabsaw.  

After the equipment was sold, they had one 
auctioneer start on the rough and one start on 
jewelry. The jewelry auction was approximately 
50% cards with numerous cut cabs. You would 
have thought the rutilated quartz cabs were made 
of gold. I could not believe one card with maybe 8 
cabs went for $85.00. The guy standing next to me 
ǎŀƛŘ άLΩƳ Ǝƻƴƴŀ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǊǳǘƛƭŀǘŜŘ ǉǳŀǊǘȊέΦ  There was a wall mount with 3 
fossilized whale vertebrae that we wanted but the 
bidding went  a little out of our range.  You can just 
about name the lapidary rough you might be 
looking for and it was there. We took advantage of 
this and bolstered  our amber rough and several 
types of agate. We had a great time and plan to 
attend more Curry Auctions in the future  

With kind regards,  

David Cohn 

. 

 

Geode Hunt - Hamilton,   5 Sep 2009 

 
  

Pam Cramer tells me that geode hunt went well. 
Besides herself, the other participants were Ted 
Mlotek and his new family, Jim and Kathy Travis 
and the Hoggatts. She says she pick up enough 
small geodes to bag and label 318 of them. They 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀō ōŀƎǎΦ WŀŎƻōΩǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƛŎŜ 
enough not to charge for them after Pam explained 
what all the small ones were for. A good start for 
ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿΗ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎΦ 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
SEP 27 (Sunday) Annual picnic ŀǘ LƴŀΩǎ lakeside 
retreat! Anytime after 2PM with dinner at 4:30. 
Meat and drink provided but bring a dish to pass if 
you can. Bring chairs and a fishing pole. Please call 
Ina at 309-925-3158 if you are coming and for 
directions.  Paul Dennis is providing geodes and 
geode cracker. 
 
SEP 26 and 27. The Cedar Valley Rocks & Mineral 
Society is having their 2009 auction at the Amana 
RV Park and Event Center in Amana, IA. An 
extensive list was available at our show ς it is going 
to be a big one. Equipment sells at 2PM Saturday. 
Call Marvin Houg 319-364-2868 or Sharon 
Sonnleitner 319-396-4016 for more information. 
www.cedarvalleyrockclub.com  
 
OCT 24 and NOV 14. Illinois State Geological Survey 
trip to the Garden of the Gods Recreation Area. Call 
217-333-4747 for information or to register ($10) 
or go online  www.isigs.illinois.edu for a complete 
description. 
 
OCT 3 and 4. The Lincoln Orbit Earth Science 
Society (LOESS) is sponsoring their annual Gem, 
Mineral, and Fossil Show. There will be a special 
exhibit by George Powell, WǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƘŀǊƪ !ǘǘŀŎƪέΦ 
At the Illinois Building, State Fairgrounds in Spring-
field, IL.  A good show. Admission is $2. 
 
 
 

http://www.cedarvalleyrockclub.com/
http://www.isigs.illinois.edu/


 
PAS  Geology Minutes August 25, 2009 
 
28 members and guests were present. 
Meeting was called to order at 7:12pm by Ted 
Mlotek. 
Donna and JC Moore representing Geodeland Earth 
Science Clubs, Inc. were introduced.  Geodeland 
Earth Science Clubs, Inc. made this proposal:  
 To host the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical 
and Geological Societies annual convention in 
conjunction with the Peoria show in August of 
2010. 
 
It was explained that there is no site to host this 
convention for next year. In the past Macomb held 
the convention. Donna and JC came to our show 
and liked what was going on. They had talked with 
the Ramada/Grand Hotel representatives as well 
our club representatives and felt this coordinated 
effort was doable. As a club we would see nothing 
different. They would need a meeting room for 
Friday day and night, Saturday morning, Saturday 
night banquet, and maybe a Sunday breakfast. An 
area would be needed for Competitive Exhibits and 
their Silent Auction. A suggestion was for the silent 
auction to run along with ours with different 
colored bid sheets. Their chairperson would work 
along with our club. 
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS: 

1. Would there be a rate change on tables?  
Not at this time. 

2. Any idea on an increase in visitors? 25-50: 
maybe more counting spouses.  

3. Who does decorating? Geodeland-if any to 
be done. 

4. Will name change be a factor in our 
contract? Ramada changes to Grand Hotel. 
We have a contract to be honored. 

5. What about Competitive Exhibits? We may 
use a hall. 

6. Is there an admission charge? Not at this 
time. 

 
Ted made a motion to accept the Proposal for us to 
Host the Convention along with our Show in August 
of 2010. 
Second by Jim Travis. All in favor. Motion passed.  
 

Show Report: Jim Travis 
Thanks to all volunteers. Without them there is no 
show.  A round of applause was given to Jim for all 
of his efforts. The show went very well. We saw 
over 2000 visitors. The TV-Channel 31 was present 
on Friday and a great article appeared in the 
Sunday Peoria Journal Star.  
 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΥ 5ŀǾŜ CƛǘŎƘ 
Show expenses: $2670 to Ramada 
                           $212 food 
                           $165 copying 
                           $180 room 
                           Ϸолл ά{ǳŜέ 
                           Ϸнлл ƳƛƭŜŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ά{ǳŜέ 
                           $275 banner 
                           $250 signs-need different signs for 
next yearτKEEP WIRES 
                           $ ?    Advertising 
Show income: $2510 tables 
                        $913 Silent Auction 
                        $678 Donation at door 
                        $908 Kid room 
                        $78 food 
                        Ϸрлл DǊŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ά{ǳŜέ 
These numbers are what were available. The totals 
will be made available when all expenses/income 
are finalized. 
  
Ina Eckhoff:  
The annual picnic is September 27th ŀǘ LƴŀΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ 
Come anytime after 2:00 and dinner will be 4:30. 
Meat and drink are provided by the club. Please 
bring a dish to pass. Bring a fishing pole and lawn 
chairs. IF YOU PLAN ON GOING, please let Ina 
know. A sheet was sent around for early sign ups. 
Paul will bring geodes for the kids and a geode 
cracker. Bring your own geodes to open. 
 
Ted Mlotek will be storing the Fluorescent Display, 
Kid Room stuff, signs, and Bingo game. If anyone is 
skilled in electric work, please contact Ted as the 
Fluorescent Display needs work.  
 
Field Trips: Dave Hoggatt: 
Dave completed a Mine Safety Training Course. The 
trainer was a State recognized instructor. 
Hopefully, we can get into quarries for some field 



trips next year. Quarries will not allow entrance 
unless clubs have a certified First Aid person.  
 
Editor Needed: 
We are in need of a new Newsletter Editor. With 
the passing of Wayne Kahila, the position is vacant. 
Dave Fitch will do this next month. All articles are 
due by September 10th.   
In regards to Wayne, Ina made a motion to donate 
$50 to the Scholarship fund with the Peoria 
Academy of Science. The motion was seconded by 
all and passed. 
 
Up coming events: 
September 12- Curry Auction in Belvidere, IL. 
September 5-7- A sale at Wheaton College of 
rocks/fossils. They are moving to a smaller building 
and must sell items in the basement of Armington 
Hall. 
October 11- MAPS fieldtrip to Coralville Quarry, IA. 
 
Old Business: NONE 
 
New Business: 
Marshall Hopkins brought in a specimen, 
Equisetum, found on private property in the 
Vandalia area.  
 
Nominating Committee: Ina Eckhoff and Gary 
Peavy. 
 
Introduction of Guests: Welcome to all 
Bill Wyant- Bloomington- joined at the show. 
Linda Walsh 
Marshall Hopkins 
Elaine and Jeff Angstman from Michigan 
 
Field Trip: 
September 7, 2009 to Navoo for Geodes. YOU 
MUST e-mail the Hoggatts if you plan to go. A 
geode cracker will be available.  
 
Linda Walsh brought in a box of rough rock to sell 
or have help cutting them into cabochons.  
 
Program: Elaine Angstman 
Elaine is in charge of the Silent Auction for her club 
in Michigan. Over the years she has come up with 
some tried and true ways to run an auction. They 

make $3000 at their show and wanted to give us 
some ideas to help generate funds for our club.  

1. 8 Tables are in a circle. There is an auction 
every hour over the 3 days. The auctions 
run 15-20 minutes. Announcements are 
constantly made as time and prices. 45-60 
pieces are placed out at a time. After the 20 
minutes money is collected and time is 
spent setting up for the next session. 

2. {ƘŜ ǎŀǾŜǎ άǇǊƛƳŜέ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƘƻǳǊΦ 
She has found 2:00 a great time for a good 
crowd. 

3. Her club gives her a budget of $900 to 
spend over the year to collect specimens. 
She suggests start SMALL-$200-$300. Use 
the money to buy good specimens at great 
prices.  For members who travel to Tucson 
or the Deming area- a great way to find 
specimens. 

4. Have a table for larger specimens. Have 3-4 
specimens and this action runs 2 hours. 
Have 6-7 of these specials over the entire 
weekend. 

5. As people donate items, separate them into 
boxes and label them as to what is to be put 
out 1st, 2nd, 3rdΧΦΦŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ 
items as to the hours that they will be 
auctioned. 

6. aŀƪŜ άǊƻŎƪ ōƻȄŜǎΦέ tǳǘ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘ 
so good. Start $2-$3 and go from there. 

7. Keep track of what is spent and what is 
needed out of each item. 

8. Geǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΧ bƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΣ 
but ALL year.  

9. Have one person to CHAIR the Silent 
Auction. 

Question from member: What do dealers say?  
This auction brings people in. They look 
forward to what is offered from year to year. 
 
On Friday they have a KL5{Ω 5!¸Φ 
1. Friday morning 9:00 starts the action. Many 

kids come through on field trips from 
schools. A different group comes through 
every 15 minutes, and they stay about 45 
minutes.  

2. They have bagged items to sell. There are 
games to play. Egg cartons with specimens 
are prepared. Books are available- Diamond 



Dan Publications. They also have 
demonstrations, a touching area, 
Fluorescent area, and rock polishing. 

3. There is a pebble pond- each child gets to 
ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛƴƎ άƎƛŦǘΦέ 
There is ŀ άCǊŜŜέ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ 

 
Vendors come in after the kids leave. For their 
show-15 vendors and 15-20 demonstrations. 
 
They have members who go into the schools to 
give demonstrations. At the Science Fairs, 
members attend and have items to show. 
 
Refreshments followed. 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pam Cramer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GEOLOGY SECTION 

Peoria Academy of Science 
 

President ς Ted Mlotek 
Vice President ς Georgia Hoggatt 

Secretary ς Pam Cramer 
Treasurer ς David Fitch 
Webmaster ς Jim Travis 

Newsletter ς (vacant) 
 
Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except September and December. They 
start at 7PM at the Ameran CILCO Building at 8420 
North University, Peoria, IL. Annual dues are $10 
single or $16 family.  
Membership committee is Mary Bodell (647-9523), 
Pam Cramer (360-2785), and Beth Sullivan (692-
6431). Please contact any one of them with any 
concerns, ideas, or questions. 
 

www.pasgeology.com 

 
The following club members participated in the 
2009 Gem, Mineral and Fossil: 
 

Howard Lee, Phil Krumholz, Ina Eckhoff, Sue 
Dobyns, Michael Jenkins, Ann Charleston, Steve 
Holly, Fred Trussler, Jeanie Krumholz, Nancy 
Eggers, George Eggers, Carol Winters, Dave 
Winters, Beth Sullivan, Teri Berg, Jenny/Ryan 
Murphy, Holly Zessin, Gail Beamer, Tracy Cade, 
Tim Clark, Lisa Clark, Alita Hoff, Linda Kahila, 
Brian Sonnemaker, Angie Sonnemaker, Pam 
Cramer, Mary Bodell , Georgia Hoggatt, Dave 
Hoggatt, Dan Vogel, Dave Fitch, Jeanne Fitch, 
Jim Travis, Kathy Travis, Fred Johnson. 

 
Thank you all!!!  My apologies if I missed anyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Fitch 
204 William Dr 
Normal, IL 61761 

http://www.pasgeology.com/

